
 

 

  
 

GRAIN BINDER 
 

BACKGROUND: Terry Phillips, R.R.1 Shannonville,     
has recently moved his McCormick Deering grain       
binder to the O'Hara machinery shed. It's in working         
condition and is part of the demonstrations* of        
horse-drawn farm equipment at O’Hara.  
  
The grain binder is the next development step up from          
the grain reaper, the name "binder" referring to it's         
self-tying knotter.  
 
Cyrus McCormick is acclaimed as the inventor of the         
grain reaper, introducing one for the first time to the          
public in Virginia in 1831. The reaper cut, bunched,         
and carefully dropped the grain on the stubble in piles          
that could be tied into sheaves by hand. McCormick         
moved his growing machinery manufacturing business      
to Chicago in 1847, to take advantage of the rapidly          
developing American midwest farmland. A working      
knot-tying mechanism was invented in 1875, and by        
the early 1880's, McCormick was making self-tying       
binders. In 1902, he merged his business with William         
Deering, owner of a rival farm machinery manufacturer        
in Illinois, to form the well known International        
Harvester company. 
 
Terry's binder shows both the McCormick Deering and        
International Harvester names on it, so we can        
assume it was built in the very early 1900's. 
 
Binder Twine: 
 
“With the invention of the twine-tying mechanism for        
the grain binder, the manufacture of binder twine        
became big business. International Harvester, like      
other binder manufacturing companies, had it's own       
twine mills to supply the rapidly growing demand for         
grain binders. I-H twine was made from either sisal or          
manila fibres, or a blend of the two.” 
 
Notes provided by  D. Little:  October 23,24 2016 

 

 

       
 

   



 

GRAIN BINDER IN THE O’HARA DRIVE SHED  
Note the markings for McCormick and International Harvester 

 

          
 

                      
 
 
 



 

GRAIN BINDER CONTINUED 
 
2019 - The Binder in action!  The stooks are created by stacking the sheaves (from the 
binder) by hand.  

   


